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Introduction

common health intervention.[1]

[2]
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Medical termination of pregnancy (Amendment) Act 
2021: From the lenses of LGBTQIA+ community in 

India

ABSTRACT

The article presents the LGBTQIA + inclusivity analysis of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Act 2021, which 
aims to provide safe abortion services across India. The analysis reports the use of cisgender-heteronormative language, instead of 
gender-neutral terms and pronouns in the legislation. Sexual assault/rape as an eligibility criterion for permitting abortion under this 
act does not apply to non-binary, trans- and queer individuals due to non-inclusivity in Rape Laws (Indian Penal Code 375 and 376). 
The analysis highlights the necessity for critical amendments to expand its scope to ensure LGBTQIA+ inclusive abortion services.
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Figure 1: Diagrammatic representation of the method applied

Table 1: Recommendation based on ocean blue framework
Factors Description Recommendation
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Method

Step 1 - Community Consultation:  

Step 2 – Triangulation with Experts:  

Result

Non-inclusive language

pregnant  
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Legal constraints

[17]

‘if  the situation 
is so dire for cis-gender heterosexual female, given the challenges faced 
by individuals belonging to non-conforming sexualities and genders, it is 
contradictory to claim that healthcare systems adequately address the need 
for safer abortion services for LGBTQIA+ communities.’

Medical constraints

‘Since the doctor aren’t aware 

question’

with women’s reproductive organ’

Social constraints
[21] 

Lack of inclusivity in reporting systems
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Regulatory constraints

Decision making for abortion

Discussion and Conclusion
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